Commons Action for the United Nations

The commons works for people when people work in common.
In December 2009, Lisinka Ulatowska and James Quilligan met with a core group of supporters to begin mobilizing Commons Action for the United Nations. The group is working through the UN to introduce the concept of the global commons worldwide and show how the building of a global commons is essential for people to thrive or even survive and for humanity to live sustainably.

What is the global commons? 
“Commons” is an English term. When applied to people relying on local knowledge and traditions to share access to common areas for the common economic, social, and health benefit of all participants, it is also a concept echoed around the world in traditional village government. It is a revolutionary but quite natural idea that evolved centuries ago and transcends national borders. As members of Earth we are the custodians responsible for the produce of nature, society, and our diverse cultures – which can be called commons goods. 
We share sources of wealth that go beyond what we usually see as our “economy.” These include natural commons such as land, water, air, plants and animals. Equally important are social and cultural commons such as the Internet and our libraries and schools. 

All of these commons goods are critical to our survival and quality of life. They must be made, and kept, accessible to everyone, including coming generations. 

The global commons consists of these shared resources as well as the committed people who work for the commons and serve as caretakers of our collective resources. Together, all of us comprise the global commons. 

Unfortunately, the global commons is still largely an idea, since much of the produce of nature and society that could be considered commons goods are enclosed by governments and corporations who are not able to care for them in the interest of present and coming generations—governments, because they can not care for commons goods like air and water that extend beyond their national boundaries; and corporations, because the profit motive weighs more heavily than caring for the commons goods and the well-being of society and nature.

Commons Action for the United Nations was founded to promote the creation of a global commons, cared for by interlinking local, national, regional and global communities, depending on the type of commons in question.

Why the UN?

The United Nations provides a strategic focus and a way of reaching out to the world via its 193 Member Governments and the many organizations associated with it. This includes thousands of civil society organizations (CSOs) and 4,000-plus businesses (through the UN-associated Global Compact). 
Commons Action for the UN seeks to demonstrate to these diverse stakeholders that the global commons provides an integrated framework and vision for issues of sustainable development. This anticipates a future where all life can thrive – humanity and nature.
 
Our longer-term goals are to: 
· Establish the global commons as a familiar concept in government dialogue and mainstream consciousness before the anticipated United Nations Rio+25 conference in 2017. 
· Persuade the nation states of the world by 2030 to create a new international monetary and financial system that will be based on the concept of the commons instead of on debt, as it is now. 
To achieve these goals, we intend by 2012 to reach a tipping point globally in human consciousness by forming synergistic partnerships with groups and individuals numbering between 8,000 and 10,000 people—the number which some scientists consider necessary to instigate a global shift.
 
Here are some initiatives we are currently pursuing:
· Researching solutions to worldwide issues using a global commons approach;

· Consulting with Governments and writing letters to them in which we emphasize commons-based solutions and ways in which such measures can help them achieve their goals in the area of sustainable development;

· Working cooperatively with Major Groups at the UN and other CSO representatives to develop constructive input to UN processes; and,
· Thinking and working dynamically along with governments at UN conferences as they seek solutions to crises.
To be successful, a global commons approach must find ways to embrace the input of all people and their communities. As partners we can achieve what none of us can, working alone. We have an immediate and critically important opportunity to have our voices heard by the Governments of the world to ensure that commons resources are equitably shared and available to all people.
Whether as an individual or an organization, we invite you to work with us, as equal partners, to bring about this change.

For more information, please contact:

· Lisinka.Ulatowska info@worldcitizensaction.com, ,
· www.globalcommonstrust.org, or 

· www.worldcitizensaction.com
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